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Given the important historical significance of 
the church and the exquisite beauty of the 
building it is essential that any proposed 
flooring is an appropriate choice.

For these reasons many types of flooring have 
to be discounted as unsuitable, mainly stones 
and slates quarried and shipped from abroad 
or extremes of the country.  

The existing floor is a combination of stone in 
the aisles and  timber,  the flooring of the box 

pews.

The current stone flooring is made up of a 
variety of flagstones and memorial stones.  
The colours and textures vary but they are 
mainly shades of dark grey and brown.

The dark grey flags and memorials are 
Portland stone which would have started off a 
light grey and changed colour over time.

Likewise the stones with a brown hue are likely 
to be Derbyshire based or Bath Stone which 
will have started off quite light and creamy.

The existing hand carved flagstones will be 
between 3-5inches thick.
New stones will be between 30-70mm in 
depth.

With adequate care and attention and avoiding 
point loads the stone flooring will be able to 
take the weight of any internal scaffold. 

Both timber and stone will be compatible with 
the proposed underfloor heating although they 
react to the heat in slightly different ways.

Stone flooring will provide the most efficient 
results as it is a better conductor of heat, 

Timber flooring will still conduct the heat 
adequately and all timbers under consideration 
are suitable for use with underfloor heating and 
is guaranteed against warping and problems 
with moisture content.



Flooring - Key



Area 1 - Worship Area - Nave

The existing stones are a combination of 
Portland and Bath stone which would have 
originally been very light but have darkened 
over the centuries.

Portland Stone is a pale grey limestone used 
extensively throughout Britain, particularly in 
prestigious and historic churches.  Given the 
historical significance of St Mary’s and it’s 
exceptional beauty, Portland stone is an 
appropriate flooring choice.

Ancaster stone is also a fine option for the 
floor.  It has a warm shade and delicate grains 
which would give each slab a unique 
appearance and interest.  The buttery colour 
would compliment the Bath stone structure of 
the pier and arches.

Both stones discussed have been 
recommended based on the existing floor and 
our initial discussions with the DAC.

The light shades will brighten the nave and 
emphasise the feeling of space.

A sealant may be used to protect the flooring 
from general marks, however over time the 
darken and age. 

Area 1-
Worship area – Nave

Option A
A natural stone floor

Samples on display

A - Portland Stone
B - Ancaster Stone

Option B
A timber floor –
May be considered if 
wished.



Area 2 - Worship Area - Chancel

Area 2-
Worship area – Chancel

Option A
Re-lay memorial stones where 
appropriate, otherwise lay with 
the chosen stone flooring of 
the Nave.
Re-lay and restore encaustic 
tiles.



Area 3 - Worship Area – Altar Platform

Area 3-
Worship area – Altar 
Platform

Option A
Removable timber platform.
Details to be confirmed.



Area 4 - Fellowship Area – Main Space

The Fellowship area acts as a welcoming 
entrance and relaxed gathering space for the 
church.

It may be preferred to use the same stone 
though out the Worship and Fellowship spaces 
with a curved band of slate marking out the 
transition between the two spaces.

Given the purpose of the Fellowship area and 
the amount of wood in the current building a 
timber floor would also be appropriate.

We would recommend Oak as the most fitting 
choice of timber for the main Fellowship area.

A timber floor would offer a warmth and 
welcoming feel to the fellowship area and though 
complimenting the stone of the Worship area 
would provide a contrast between the two 
spaces.

Area 4-
Fellowship area – Main Space

Option A
A natural stone floor

Samples on display
1 – Portland stone
2 – Ancaster stone

Option B
A timber floor.

Samples on display
1 - European Oak
2 - American Oak

Option C
Carpet. (may be considered if 
wished but probably inappropriate)



Area 1 - Worship Area - Nave

Option B
Option B
A timber floor

Oak ‘Classic’ – Standard & Wide board 
width

Oak ‘Variation’ – Standard & Wide 
board width

Oak ‘Harmony’ – Wide board width



Area 1 - Worship Area - Nave

Option B
A timber floor

Red Oak ‘Classic’ – Standard board 
width

Red Oak ‘Variation’ – Standard board 
width



Area 5 - Fellowship Area – Mezzanine

Mezzanine

The concept and continuing principal of the 
adaptions is that everything added into the 
building should have a lightness of touch we do 
not feel that a natural stone flooring would be 
appropriate for the new mezzanine.

Considering the engineering challenges behind 
achieving the mezzanine’s light and elegant 
appearance a choice of stone or slate would be 
an unnecessary weight and require additional 
structure.

Having a timber floor in the mezzanine is very 
much in keeping with the idea of anything added 
being of ‘light touch’.  

As the mezzanine is a new intervention it may be 
appropriate to opt for a more contemporary timber 
which would compliment the existing fabric.

The aspiration of the mezzanine is that it appears 
to float within the space, by choosing a material 
such as a black walnut the contrast between the 
floor and the white historic walls will be subtly 
picked up. The space between the new and 
historic structures would be highlighted and the 
lightness of the mezzanine accentuated. 

Given the more relaxed nature of the Fellowship 
area it may be appropriate to introduce a softer, 
more tactile material into the mezzanine space 
such as carpet .

Area 5-
Fellowship area – Mezzanine

Option A
A natural stone floor – not 
appropriate due to weight.

Option B
A timber floor.

Samples on display
Traditional
1 - European Oak
2 – American Oak

Contemporary
3 – Merbau
4 – American Black Walnut

Option C
Carpet.

Samples will follow.



Area 5 - Fellowship Area - Mezzanine

Option B - A timber floor - Traditional

Oak ‘Classic’ – Standard & Wide board 
width

Oak ‘Variation’ – Standard & Wide 
board width

Oak ‘Harmony’ – Wide board width



Merbau ‘Classic’ – Standard board width

Jatoba ‘Classic’ – Wide board width

Area 5 - Fellowship Area - Mezzanine

Option B - A timber floor - Contemporary

Black Oak ‘Variation’ – Standard board 
width



Merbau Coffee ‘Classic’ – Standard board 
width

Area 5 - Fellowship Area - Mezzanine

Option B - A timber floor - Contemporary

American Black Walnut



Option C - Carpet

Carpets offer an almost limitless variety of colours and 
styles

- Vibrant and bold

- Subtle and neutral 

- Neutral but bold design

- Patterned

Any carpet chosen would need to be suitable for heavy 
traffic and have appropriate stain resistant properties.

There are many high quality ranges of carpets which 
now come in a tiled format, this may be preferred as 
specific areas could be replaced easily if required.

Area 5 - Fellowship Area - Mezzanine



Area 6 - Porch

As this is effectively an outside space we believe 
the most appropriate flooring to be stone.

As it is a small area it would be simple to relay 

the floor with some of the existing undamaged 
flagstones, creating a level entrance with no trip 
hazards.

Area 6 - Porch

Option A
A new natural stone floor

Option B
Relay the original stones, even 
finish.



Area 7 – Tower Room

This space will be used to house the w/cs and 
Cleaning Store.  

While it may be preferred to continue the 
Fellowship Area flooring into the circulation 
spaces the actual W/cs and Cleaning Store 
may be best suited to an easily washable 
vinyl or tile.

Area 7- Tower Room

Option A
A natural stone floor

Option B
A timber floor.

Option C
Vinyl



Area 8 – Tower Room

The Choir Vestry will be used as a  robing room 
for the choir and also as a general store for the 
church.

Whatever floor finish is picked will need to allow 
the easy movement of trolley-stacked chairs in 
and out of the Choir Vestry.

We have not yet been able to lift the existing 
timber floor to see what is underneath, given the 
bare earth under the pews it is possible that the 
same situation is present under the organ.

Approx 15m²

Area 8- Choir Vestry

Option A
A natural stone floor

Option B
A timber floor.

Option C
Carpet.


