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Living God’s Love for All

St Mary’s Church is a building whose primary purpose is to be a place of prayer and
worship. Our chosen outline design dedicates the front portion of the nave as a space
for worship, centred around the altar in communion with God and each other. This
area can then be separated off from the smaller portion to the rear of the church
which is reserved for fellowship, with the associated facilities, as we grow together
and welcome others into the family of the church.

This current proposal examines the manner in which we demarcate these two
spaces, ensuring that each space fulfills its particular purpose, allowing for movement
from one into the other, and maximising flexibility for when the whole space needs to

be used for special occasions. The integrity and outstanding beauty of the whole
building needs to be enhanced, whilst ensuring that it becomes fit for purpose.

David Primrose
Vicar



The
Fellowship and Worship area. the function of both spaces

The Fellowship area acts as a more relaxed environment  Focus of the building remains on the altar, the importance
in which both the congregation and wider community may  of the primacy of worship is never compromised.
gather as part of the life of the church.

The worship area draws the congregation closer towards
It offers comfortable and more informal surroundings the altar and bringing them closer in praise.
where those who perhaps feel apprehensive of places of
worship may feel more at ease.

The changes welcome newcomers into the building and
church as well as offering improved opportunities and
facilities for the congregation.



The chosen proposal for the transition introduces
a gentle curve into the orthogonal plan.

The main reason for this is to focus attention on
the altar as the centre of worship.

If a perpendicular transition were created, the
natural inclination is to reflect this form in the
seating.

This arrangement speaks more to a previous style
of worship when the congregation’s focus was on
the eastward facing liturgy at the High Altar in the
Chancel, rather than complimenting and
enhancing the current and future styles of worship
gathered around a central altar.

The curved shape also offers better use of spaces
within the Fellowship area and creates a natural
flow of movement.

A more generous area at the main door, the
narrower central space where various circulation
routes converge and a quieter space in the west
corner.



Several options for demarcation were investigated and
discussed in depth, however, it was decided that to
ensure optimum flexibility of worship there should not be
any fixed form of screen or partition.

The entire building may be used as a whole on the
occasions when seating for larger congregations is
required. It will also be possible to adjust the proportion
of Fellowship and Worship space to suit.

We would imagine that the balance and shape shown in
the diagram above would be most appropriate for the
majority of occasions. It is important that the worship
area be the principal space overall.

The nature of the transition between the two spaces
remains very important. It is essential to preserve the
reverence to the building and worship, movement
between the spaces should not be so fluid as to
encourage an indifference or lack of consideration.

We will continue to investigate subtle and passive
ways to divide the space through changes in floor
finish, lighting, furniture etc...

The finishes shown here are simply to explain the
concept and do not represent chosen materials.
Discussion relating to the floor finishes will begin next
year.



At November's PCC meeting there was an agreement in
favour of the further investigation of a mezzanine option.

The changes to the Fellowship area and introduction of
a mezzanine will provide much needed and improved
facilities and offer additional rooms and spaces.

The design of the mezzanine structure will be in keeping
with our original concept of a light touch.

The structure will sit inside the space without touching
the walls.

An enclosed room would be formed in the Tower with
acoustic and structural glass in the west arch.

The design is fully accessible and provides safe access
into the existing Parvis room.



Mezzanine Level — Ground Floor

The existing facilities in the Tower room are to be
upgraded with the formation of a fully accessible w/c and
baby change, an additional w/c, Storage and serviced
cleaning store.

The formation of the Fellowship area offers a generous
central space in the nave. The north west corner remains
a quieter, intimate space but it can still be used as one
whole space if required.



Mezzanine Level — First Floor

The mezzanine offers a series of flexible spaces that may be
used for a variety of gatherings.

It also provides improved access to the existing Parvis room.
The design of the mezzanine reflects the shape of the

transition between the Fellowship and Worship spaces.
The focus of the building remains on the altar.



The introduction of the mezzanine floor introduces a
human scale into the Fellowship area without imposing

upon the impressive space of the central nave and
Worship space.



The floor to floor height of the mezzanine is 3400mm, this The stair wraps round the column in the North West
is designed to provide a level access into the Parvis room corner without touching the structure. The curving design
and to clear the stone screen at the Tower room. of the stairs and mezzanine creates a flowing movement

through the Fellowship area.
This offers a floor to ceiling height of around 3000mm
/10ft on the ground floor. Thisis a much more
appropriate height for the Fellowship area where people
will feel more relaxed in smaller, more intimate spaces.



church. The new structure is freestanding and touches
the historic fabric of the building as lightly as possible.
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The proposal includes an upgraded kitchen facility and
platform lift in the South-West corner.

The timber War Memorials panels around the existing
kitchen area will be re-located to the south aisle.

A curved glass porch is to be formed around the inside of
the entrance door. The porch will continue the shape of the
mezzanine with sliding automatic doors.

The existing timber door can be opened throughout the day
and during services whilst ensuring the comfort of those in
the building. This creates a much more inclusive and
welcoming entrance to the church, while maintaining the
historic fabric.

A new platform lift will be located to the west of the
entrance door. It will accommodate a large wheelchair
and assistant.

The space between the porch and the lift may be used
for notices.

The kitchen provides much more space than the existing
arrangement, it can offer additional equipment and has
a serving area.

Due to the design of the mezzanine, the kitchen will still
benefit from the natural light in the south corner.
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