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Living God’s Love for All

St Mary’s Church is a building whose primary purpose is to be a place of prayer and 
worship. Our chosen outline design dedicates the front portion of the nave as a space 

for worship, centred around the altar in communion with God and each other. This 
area can then be separated off from the smaller portion to the rear of the church 

which is reserved for fellowship, with the associated facilities, as we grow together 
and welcome others into the family of the church. The Chancel becomes the Chapel 

where smaller services can be held.

David Primrose
Vicar
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As discussed in the autumn, the decision was made to 
create within the church a Fellowship and Worship area.

The Fellowship area acts as a more relaxed environment 
in which both the congregation and wider community may 
gather as part of the life of the church.

It offers comfortable and more informal surroundings 
where those who perhaps feel apprehensive of places of 
worship may feel more at ease.

The changes welcome newcomers into the building and 
church as well as offering improved opportunities and 
facilities for the congregation.

The body of the church will always be read as a whole.

Focus of the building remains on the altar, the importance 
of the primacy of worship is never compromised.

The worship area draws the congregation towards the 
altar and bringing them closer in praise. 

The nature of the transition between the two spaces 
remains very important.  It is essential to preserve the 
reverence to the building and worship, movement 
between the spaces should not be so fluid as to 
encourage an indifference or lack of consideration.

Fellowship and Worship
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The curved shape also offers better use of spaces 
within the Fellowship area and creates a natural 
flow of movement.  

A more generous area at the main door, the 
narrower central space where various circulation 
routes converge and a quieter space in the west 
corner.

Several options for demarcation were investigated 
and discussed in depth, however, it was decided 
that to ensure optimum flexibility of worship there 
should not be any fixed form of screen or partition.

We would imagine that the balance and shape 
shown in the diagram above would be most 
appropriate for the majority of occasions.  It is 
important that the worship area be the principal 
space overall.

Fellowship and Worship
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The chosen proposal for the transition introduces 
a gentle curve into the orthogonal plan. 

The main reason for this is to focus attention on 
the altar as the centre of worship.

If a perpendicular transition were created, the 
natural inclination is to reflect this form in the 
seating.
This arrangement speaks more to a previous style 
of worship when the congregation’s focus was on 
the eastward facing liturgy at the High Altar in the 
Chancel, rather than complimenting and 
enhancing the current and future styles of worship 
gathered around a central altar.



Fellowship and Worship - Flooring
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The floor was discussed in detail during the 
February and March PCC meetings.

A wide variety of flooring materials and samples 
were considered.

It was decided that stone is the preferred floor 
finish for the main body of the church.

We are continuing to investigate appropriate stone 
options, the criteria being a warm, light coloured 
stone which will brighten up the main space and 
highlight the beauty of the building.

Historic 
Memorial Stones

New Stone Floor

Possible stone types being considered are Dorset, 
Derbyshire and Cotswold Limestones as well as 
York Sandstones.

Further samples are being gathered for discussion 
with the PCC.



The Proposed Ground floor- Flooring

The ideal scenario is to provide level access 
throughout the public areas of the building.

We are investigating several options regarding this.

The existing memorial stones, where possible, will be 
lifted and relaid in the Chancel and Stafford Chapel.  

A layer of damp-proofing, insulation and under-floor 
heating will be installed above the current floor and a 
finish of new stones will be laid on top. 

This option would involve some detailing around the 
existing doors.

One proposal – Option 1a is to fix the historic 
South (main entrance) door in the open position 
and specially design an upstand detail around 
the base.  A new door would be fitted opening 
into the porch.

The South door would remain in place and 
untouched whilst ensuring full level access 
throughout the ground floor.

Alterations to the screen door into the Tower 
room and the North door would still be required.
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The Proposed Ground floor- Flooring

If the previous option 1a regarding fixing the main 
entrance door is undesirable Option 1b would be 
to replace to door in its entirety and display the 
historic door somewhere in the church.

A further Option 1c would be to trim approx 
150mm off the bottom of the door,  retaining the 
main door but adapting it for use at the new floor 
level.

If these options prove to be undesirable the 
alternative Option 2a would be to completely lift 
the existing floor, excavate and then install the 
underfloor heating system and new floor to the 
current finished floor level.

The major disadvantage of this option is that a 
level floor between the Chancel and Nave would 
be unachievable,  also the higher cost of the 
excavation would be considerable.
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The Current chancel

Whilst the current layout of the Chancel is conducive to 
Evensong, it does not work for the Eucharist or for informal 
services.

The complete area is a considerable 86m2, however the 
space is split.  The central axis towards the Altar and East 
window divides the space with the route into the Vestry and 
raised Altar floor with timber rail fragmenting the space further.

The aspiration is that the Chancel would be used for the more 
intimate and smaller services such as Evensong, Mid-week 
Communion Services, Taize and Prayer meetings etc.  If this 
is to be possible flexibility must be introduced

The Chancel

Seating

We would propose the replacing of the Choir Stalls with 
more flexible seating which could be arranged either 
around the altar or in a separate group.

There are many possible seating arrangements ranging 
from 60 people down to just a handful.

Flooring

We propose lifting (where appropriate) the memorial 
stones from the Nave and Aisles and relaying them in the  
Chancel and Stafford Chapel.

If possible the encaustic tiles at the raised altar will be 
lifted and relaid level with the Chancel floor.
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Reserved Sacrament

It would be favoured to relocate the Ambry currently held in the Stafford 
Chapel into the Chancel.  Ideally this would be located within a sight line 
of the entrance area close to the North East Corner. 

The Proposed Chancel

Commandment Boards

Consideration will be given to restoring the 
commandment boards to their original location on 
the East wall.

Altar

The current altar in the Chancel is of a scale 
appropriate for previous styles of worship and 
relating to the entire building. 

Consideration will be given to introducing a 
smaller, more flexible altar or amending the current 
altar to better suit the space and its uses.
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At November’s PCC meeting there was an agreement to 
development further the mezzanine option.

The changes to the Fellowship area and introduction of 
a mezzanine will provide much needed and improved 
facilities and offer additional rooms and spaces.

The design of the mezzanine structure will be in keeping 
with our original concept of a light touch.

Mezzanine

The structure will sit inside the space without touching 
the walls.  

An enclosed room would be formed in the Tower with 
acoustic and structural glass in the west arch.

The design is fully accessible and provides safe access 
into the existing Parvis room.
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Mezzanine Level – Ground Floor

The existing facilities in the Tower room are to be 
upgraded with the formation of a fully accessible w/c and 
baby change, an additional w/c, Storage and serviced 
cleaning store.

The formation of the Fellowship area offers a generous 
central space in the nave.  The north west corner remains 
a quieter, intimate space but it can still be used as one 
whole space if required.  

Mezzanine
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Mezzanine
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Mezzanine Level – First Floor

The mezzanine offers a series of flexible spaces that may be 
used for a variety of gatherings.

It also provides improved access to the existing Parvis room.

The design of the mezzanine reflects the shape of the 
transition between the Fellowship and Worship spaces.
The focus of the building remains on the altar.

We are investigating various floor timber finishes and 
balustrade details with the PCC.  



The introduction of the mezzanine floor introduces a 
human scale into the Fellowship area without imposing 
upon the impressive space of the central nave and 
Worship space.

Mezzanine
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The mezzanine floor will be set back from the walls of the 
church.  The new structure is freestanding and touches 
the historic fabric of the building as lightly as possible.



The floor to floor height of the mezzanine is 3400mm, this 
is designed to provide a level access into the Parvis room 
and to clear the stone screen at the Tower room.

This offers a floor to ceiling height of around 3000mm 
/10ft on the ground floor.  This is a much more 
appropriate height for the Fellowship area where people 
will feel more relaxed in smaller, more intimate spaces.

The stair wraps round the column in the North West 
corner without touching the structure.  The curving design 
of the stairs and mezzanine creates a flowing movement 
through the Fellowship area. 
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Fellowship Area - Mezzanine



We are investigating several options for the upgraded 
kitchen facility and platform lift in the South-West corner.

The timber War Memorial panels around the existing 
kitchen area will be re-located to the south aisle.

One option introduces a curved glass porch to the inside of 
the entrance door. The porch will continue the shape of the 
mezzanine with sliding automatic doors. 

The second option creates an internal space of the existing 
porch by replacing the gates with glass doors.

Kitchen Area

Both layouts create a much more inclusive and 
welcoming entrance to the church, while maintaining the 
historic fabric. 

The new platform lift will meet the DDA Part M 
requirements while accommodating a large wheelchair 
and assistant.

The kitchen provides much more space than the existing 
arrangement and can offer additional equipment.

Due to the design of the mezzanine, the kitchen will still 
benefit from the natural light in the south corner.
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By lifting the Organ there is the opportunity to form a Choir 
Vestry room of around 15m². 

With the existing layout the Chancel tends to be busy with 
people going to and from the Clergy Vestry. 

Improved access to the Parvis room and the introduction of a 
new Choir Vestry will mean that the Clergy Vestry will no longer
be in constant use and the Chancel will become a more peaceful 
and reverend space.

Improved Access – Vestry & Parvis
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Lighting

The existing lights will be replaced as part of the 
overall works.  We have been in discussion with a 
lighting specialist  who is currently considering 
appropriate solutions.

The aspiration is that the lighting can enhance the 
beauty of the building and the worship within it.

The system that is being proposed will offer 
maximum flexibility for different times of the day 
and season. It may also be adjusted to 
compliment different styles and sizes of worship. 

Lighting styles may be set so that they may be 
changed at the push of a button.

The Proposed Chancel - Lighting
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Lighting

We are investigating the possibility of using different 
strengths and colours of light to alter the appearance and 
atmosphere of the spaces within the church.  

For example during services in the Nave, filling the empty 
Chancel with a darker and more subdued light would 
emphasise the brightness of the worship space.

Washing the Chancel walls with a soft, warm shade during 
a small and intimate gathering will subconsciously create 
the feeling of a protected envelop.

The colours may be amended to suit the differing spirit of 
worship, the seasons, Liturgical colours etc.

The Proposed Chancel - Lighting
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